AT NAPLES AND  ROME

the Annunziata.   On arrival at Brindisi, they were received

with all honour by the local authorities, and our friends
finding we were also bound for Naples, where the Court
then was* procured for us a reserved compartment in the
traiOj and en arrival at Naples overwhelmed us with kindly
attention. Naples was en gala, receiving a special mission
by the King of Siam. The day after our arrival,
Madame Aghemo called for my wife and myself, and taking
us to the Palace, enabled us to have a perfect view of the
State reception of the mission by the King Victor, Ernanuel.
In the afternoon an eqaeny called and, brought 1:3 the key
of one of the royal boxes for what was to be the next night a
gala performance at the San Carlo in honour of the mission,
when the house (it was before the days of electric light) was
lit op with masses of wax-candles. During the remaining
days of our stay, our steamer acquaintances helped us to
visit all that was worth seeing. And we were in time to
witness a terribly active eruption of Vesuvius, and the red-
hot lava cutting through a village, and knocking down the
booses as if they were ninepins. 1 ascertained afterwards
that our pleasant friend the Marquis d'Aghgmo           his

position about the King to his being the brother-in-law of
Madame Mirafiore, whom the King eventually married*
I was not a little proud of my Italian acquaintance. Bat
it will be seen from my later experiences at Guy's Cliffe that
the King's entourage was not admired or accepted willingly
by the old Italian noblesse.

At Rome we got into quite another stratum of Italian
society.    I had received, before 1 left lodia? letters
my friends the Nagpore Fathers of St Fraogois de Sales
and the Catholic Archbishop of Calcutta, in which I
recommended to Cardinal Barnabo and His Holiness for
having aided these good men in their mission         in
colony near Nagpore, and for having slain that tiger, who,
a greater heretic even than myself* had destroyed several
of the mission cattle*   So we were sure of attention at' the
'Vatican*   And here I found an old friend of my childhood.